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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of triggering handwriting recognition, the method 
comprising: 

determining that a pen has moved up from an inking position to a non-inking positior ; 

mapping the pen's location onto a writing surface while the pen is in the non-ir king 
p osition and is separated from the writing surface bv a dist ance that is greater th:m zero and less 
than or equal to a maximum trackable distance: 

determining that the pe n's mapped location on the writing surface has moved from iiside 
a handwriting-recognition task area to outside of the handwriting-recognition task area; and 

triggering handwriting recognition for handwriting entered in the handwriiing-recognition 
task area based upon determining that the pen has moved feeth-up from the inking position into 
the non-inking position and that the pen's mapped loc ation on the writing surface has m>ved 
from inside the handwriting-recognition task area to outside of the handwriting-recognition task 
area. 

2. (Cancelled). 

3 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

inhibiting handwriting-recognition triggering when the pen is in the inkinfc position. 

4. (Original) The method of claim L, further comprising: 

triggering handwriting recognition if the pen remains in a non-inking position for longer 
than a handwriting-recognition-trigger timeout duration, 

5. (Currently Amended) A system that triggers handwriting recognition, the system 
comprising: 
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a pen-down event handler that sets an inking flag to indicate that inking has started in a 
handwriting-recognition task area upon a pen-down event occurring in a core task area oi the 
handwriting-recognition task area; 

a pen-up event handler that clears the inking flag to indicate that inking is not in proj ress 
upon occurrence of a pen-up event; and 

a pen-movement event handler that, while the inking flag is cleared and upon a pen- 
movement event occurring, triggers handwriting recognition upon determining that a pen|s 
mapped location on a writing surface has moved outside of the handwriting-recognition task 
area. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 5, wherein the pen-movement-event touidler doe< not 
trigger handwriting recognition when handwriting is not present in the handwriting-recognition 
task area. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 5, wherein the pen-up event handler activates a 
handwriting-recognition-timeout period that, upon elapsing, triggers handwriting recognition 

8. (Original) The system of claim 5, wherein the pen-down event handler inMbits triggering 
of handwriting recognition while inking is in progress in the handwriting-recognilion task an a, 

9. (Currently Amended) A system that triggers handwriting recognition, the system 
comprising: 

a pen-down event handler that sets an inking flag to indicate that inking has started in a 
handwriting-recognition task area upon a pen-down event occurring in a core ?ask area o ' the 
handwriting-recognition task area; and 

a pen-up event handler that, upon an occurrence of a pen-up event, clears the inking flag 
to indicate that inking is not in progress and that, while the inking flag is cleared, lingers 
handwriting recognition upon determining that the pen is up and that the nen f s napped location 
on the writing surface h as moved outside of the handwriting-recognition task area. 
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10. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the pen-up event handler does not trigger 
handwriting recognition when handwriting is not present in the handwriting-recognition task 
area. 

11. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the pen-up event handler activate a 
handwriting-recognition-timeout period that, upon elapsing, triggers handwriting jecognition 

12. (Currently Amended) A computer system that accepts handwritten input, the system 
comprising: 

a pointing device; 

a writing surface that tracks maps a location of the pointing device o nto the wr ting 
surface w hile the pointing device is less than or equal to a maximum-trackabk distance away 
from the writing surface; 

a handwriting-recognition-trigger module that receives pointing-device-lc cation date and 
triggers handwriting recognition when the received pointing-device-location dala indicates that 
the pointing device 's mapped location on the writing surface has gone from inside a handwr i ting 
task area to outside of a handwriting task area and that the pointing device h as transitioned irom 
an inking orientation wrkk^ -t ftttfe efr- t o a non-inking orientation. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 12 wherein: 

the pointing device is selected from the group consisting of: a pen, t. mouse, aitd a 
trackball; and 

the writing surface is a writing surface of a digitizer. . 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13 wherein: 

the digitizer detects when the pen is farther away from the digitizer than the maxin ium- 
trackable distance; and 

the handwriting-recognition-trigger module triggers handwriting recognition ipon 
receiving an indication that the digitizer has detected that the pen is farther away from the 
digitizer xhan the maximum-trackable distance. 
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15. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium containing computer-executable 
instructions for triggering handwriting-recognition by performing steps comprising: 

determining that a pen is down in an inking state; 

determining that the pe n's mapped location on a writing surface is located within a first 
handwriting-recognition task area; 

determining that the pen has moved up thereby transitioning from the u iking state to a 
non-inking state; and 

while the pen is up in the non-inking state, triggering handwriting recognitor, for 
handwriting entered in the first task area upon determining that the pe n's mapped locations i the 
writing surface has moved out of the first task area. 

16. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 15 containing further compiter- 
executable instructions for performing steps comprising: 

not triggering handwriting recognition when handwriting is not preset in the first 
handwriting-recognition task area. 

17. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 15 containing fujther compiter- 
executable instructions for performing steps comprising: 

upon determining that the pen has transitioned to the non-inking state, activating a 
handwriting-recognition-timeout period that, upon elapsing, triggers handwriting recognition 

18. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 15 containing fujther compiter- 
executable instructions for performing steps comprising: 

upon determining that the pen is down in an inking state, inhibiting triggering of 
handwriting recognition for the first handwriting recognition area while the pen remains in the 
inking state. 

19. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium containing computcr-execuiable 
instructions for triggering handwriting-recognition by performing steps comprising: 

determining that a pen is down in an inking state; 
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determining that the pe n's mapped location on a writing surface is locattd within a first 
handwriting-recognition task area; 

determining that the pen 's mapped location on the writing surface has moved out o " the 
first task area; and 

after the pe n's mapped location on ihe writing surface has moved out of the first task irea, 
triggering handwriting recognition for handwriting entered in the first task area upon determining 
that the pen has moved up from the inking state into a non-inking state, 

20. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 19 containing fiuther computer- 
executable instructions for performing steps comprising: 

not triggering handwriting recognition when handwriting is not present in the first 
handwriting-recognition task area. 

21. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 19 containing fiuther compiter- 
executable instructions for performing steps comprising: 

upon determining that the pen has transitioned to the non-inking state, activating a 
haridwriting-recognition-timeout period that, upon elapsing, triggers handwriting recognition 

22. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 19 containing fiuther compiter- 
executable instructions for performing steps comprising: 

upon determining that the pen is down in an inking state, inhibiting triggering of 
handwriting recognition for the first handwriting recognition area while the pen remains in the 
inking state. 
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